Brainwashed?
Romans 8:29-31(KJV) For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
30Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them
he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31What shall we then say
to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
Romans 9:22-26 (CEV) God wanted to show his anger and reveal his power against
everyone who deserved to be destroyed. But instead, he patiently put up with them. 23He
did this by showing how glorious he is when he has pity on the people he has chosen to
share in his glory. 24Whether Jews or Gentiles, we are those chosen ones, 25just as the
Lord says in the book of Hosea, "Although they are not my people, I will make them my
people. I will treat with love those nations that have never been loved. 26"Once they were
told, `You are not my people.' But in that very place they will be called children of the
living God."
These scriptures are used by many preachers to promote the theory that God, being
omnipotent, determined from eternity who should and should not be saved; who
should be great and who would remain poor and oppressed. This is a misrepresentation
of scripture. In fact, that entire theory goes through the window as we examine the
promises of God. God would be lying in John 3:16 (AMP) when He said “For God so
greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten
(unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not
perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.”
Jesus would also be lying when He said in John 10:10 (AMP) “I came that they may have
and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).” The truth is that
we have been fed a wrong concept of God and of ourselves. We have been brainwashed
into being afraid of God and demeaning ourselves in our own sight.
God is a spirit, He also has a soul, (soul being defined as mind, will and emotions). He
experiences many of the emotions we do. He gets angry and grieved. He laughs; He
displays love and wisdom in every area of His creation. However, He never operates out
of the soul realm with selfish motives. Many of actions coming from the soul are selfish
- anger, grief (We grieve mainly because we are going to miss the person), do we laugh
because we are happy for someone else?
In His capacity as sovereign God, He is omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. God
knows all things. He sees the end from the beginning. He knows our decisions before we
make them. Therefore, He knew from eternity who would choose to accept Jesus and
gain eternal life, and who would not.
He gave man the freedom of choice and what He said to Israel applies to every
individual born on the planet. Deuteronomy 30:19 (AMP) I call heaven and earth to
witness this day against you that I have set before you life and death, the blessings and

the curses; therefore choose life, that you and your descendants may live.”
God knew the Jews would reject Jesus. He also knew the Gentiles would embrace Him.
The misconception of predestination has caused many to go astray, be victims of cults
and to conduct themselves in a manner unpleasing to God; they believe that because
they are predestined to go to heaven, they can live life on earth in sin and still live
eternally with God!
Everyone is predestined to be a child of God even though they are born under the curse
of Adam's sin. As soon as a person reaches the age of accountability, he or she must
decide whether they want to become a child of God or remain a child of the devil.
How can they make the right decision unless they are taught the word of God? How,
after they decide to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour, can they live victorious, abundant
lives? They must hear the true Gospel preached! This is where the Church has failed!
The Church has failed to preach the true Gospel. People have been taught how powerful
God is. They have been taught how weak and pitiful they are. They have been taught
how sinful they are and how God will judge them. They have been taught to be afraid of
God. They have been brainwashed by the example of Job, to think that satan accuses us
continually before the throne of God and that God allows satan to do bad things to us so
we can become better, stronger and closer to Him.
This is totally wrong! Paul said in Galatians 3:26 (AMP), “For in Christ Jesus you are all
sons of God through faith.”, and in 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) says “He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God
in Him.”
Sons have the genes of their father. Sons are free to be in the Father's presence, to be in
the Father's house to lay claim to what the Father has! God is righteous and because of
the finished work of Christ, we are righteous. What does that mean?
To understand righteousness, we must first have the right image, the right concept of
who we are! We are spirit beings, therefore the new birth is spiritual, our righteousness
is spiritual, our position in Christ is spiritual and our authority in Christ is spiritual.
Our responsibility is to “be transformed by the renewal of our minds” (Romans 12:2), so
that all we are spiritually can, by faith, be manifested in the natural. Jesus walked as a
spiritual man in the natural realm. To Him, the supernatural was natural. We must allow
ourselves to be transformed into the same image.
In the early Church, this was done by people sitting under the anointed preaching and
teaching of men and women of God. Contrary to some people's belief, while reading the
Bible on your own has great benefit, it takes an anointed man or woman operating in a
fivefold ministry office to impart a word that will change lives. This is why those gifts are
given to the Church. Are your church leaders anointed by God? When they teach or
preach does it bring change or conviction? Have you matured in any way during the last
year? If not, find another place, where the leaders are anointed, to receive your spiritual
food. Some leaders should actually be sitting in the congregation, because members of

the congregation are far more mature spiritually that they are!
Jesus walked the earth in His body as a supernatural being. The supernatural dominated
the natural to such an extent in His life that wherever He went, change came and
miracles took place. Controversy also came because the people were so entrenched in
law and religion that they had no spiritual discernment!
His supernatural way of thinking and living dominated the natural realm to the extent
that his body became so light that He could walk on water when necessary! The
disciples thought He was a ghost! What made Him live so supernaturally? His faith and
self-image as God's Son gave Him all He needed to accomplish the calling of God on His
life and to display His authority over all the power of the enemy. He remained in
constant contact with His Father. He heard the Father's voice clearly. He knew His
identity. He knew He was first and foremost a spirit being and that the spirit transcends
and governs everything else. In faith He spoke what existed in the spirit realm into the
natural realm.
Now, we are His body on the earth. He has given us the authority. The Word of God and
the Spirit of God together teach us and lead us into all truth. We can do all that He did.
We are more than conquerors! It is all obtained through faith.
We must persevere in prayer and persevere in faith. At the end of the parable about the
persistent widow in Luke 18, Jesus asked: “When the Son of man comes will He find
faith in the earth”?
Will you be one whose faith is in the finished work of Jesus Christ, based on His Gospel,
or will you be found wanting because you based your faith on “philosophy”, “vain
deceit” and “doctrines of devils”?
Colossians 2:8-10 (The Message): “Watch out for people who try to dazzle you with big
words and intellectual double-talk. They want to drag you off into endless arguments
that never amount to anything. They spread their ideas through the empty traditions of
human beings and the empty superstitions of spirit beings. But that's not the way of
Christ. Everything of God gets expressed in him, so you can see and hear him clearly. You
don't need a telescope, a microscope, or a horoscope to realize the fullness of Christ, and
the emptiness of the universe without him. When you come to him, that fullness comes
together for you, too. His power extends over everything.”

